COVER NOTE de Caux's Endotracheal Tube
Francis Pervical de Caux was born (as F. P. Cowx) in Takaka, New Zealand in 1892. He returned, with his parents, to England at the age of 20 and studied medicine at St. Bartholomew's Hospital and undertook his early anaesthetic training there. He invented the endotracheal tube shown on the cover, one of a number of contributions he made to anaesthesia during a coloured medical career.
The endotracheal tube was devised for use in nitrous oxide/oxygen anaesthesia, Sir Ivan Magill once describing de Caux as 'the finest exponent of (it) that I ever saw'. In 1930 he reported ~av.ing given 20,868 nitrous oxide/oxygen anaesthetIcs ID a four-year period without fatality.
The two-tube method of anaesthesia (one tube for ingress, and one for exit of gases) was introduced by Magill in 1922 and described by de Caux in 1924. He described the single tube in 1930 thus: 'a close spiral of German silver wire, or a flexible metal tube, covered by a thin rubber sheath. The tracheal end of this tube terminates in a short length of soft rubber tubing, the distal end of which is cut at an acute angle dorso-ventrally to facilitate passage between the cords. Covering the joint is a Guedel and Waters inflation bag with a small-bore tube to inflate it fastened along the whole length of the rubber sheath covering the metal tube'. The rubber sheath has largely perished on the example pictured, but notable is the presence of a curved introducer which is not described in his paper. Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 20, No. 3, August, 1992 de Caux formed a close alliance with A. Charles King, the instrument maker who around this time embarked on his own business concentrating on anaesthesia apparatus. de Caux persuaded him to import a McKesson apparatus in 1926 and was the first to use one in England, later introducing a modification marketed by A. Charles King as the de Caux-McKesson apparatus. The introducer in the de Caux tube on the cover is stamped with 'A. Charles King' although Wilkinson notes that the tubes were manufactured by AlIen and Hanbury's.
Dr. de Caux was the first to use curare in anaesthesia in England in 1928, long before Griffith and Johnson's widely acclaimed work in 1942. He published and lectured extensively around this time and was in regular communication with eminent anaesthetists on both sides of the Atlantic.
He was never one to follow convention and came to the notice of the press on several occasions. After a visit to Russia in 1934 he established an abortion clinic which eventually led to stand trial at the Old Bailey in 1942. He was convicted, deregistered and served three and a half years in prison, during which he wrote a: textbook on anaesthesia, although it was never published. After his release, attempts to be re-registered failed and he became a medical journalist, giving occasional anaesthetic~ f?r dentist friends. He later developed a practIce 10 alternative medicine and died unnoticed by the medical profession in 1965.
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